
H L 10 0 2
Sur vey of  Engl ish  

L i ter ature I



W elcom e to H L 10 0 2!  T h is cour se w i l l  in troduce you to m ore than  a 
m i l lenn ium  of  Engl ish  l i ter ature, f r om  the m onster s of  Beowulf to the 
exuber an t d igressions of  L aurence Ster ne's T he Life and Adventures of 
Tristram Shandy, Gentleman.  W e w i l l  exam ine a w ide r ange of  m ost ly  
canon ical  wor ks in  thei r  h istor ical  con text , pay ing par t i cu lar  at ten t ion  to 
thei r  in f luence on  later  l i ter ature.  T he read ings w i l l  lead us to im por tan t 
quest ions about the nature of  l i ter ature and how i t  changes over  t im e, what 
i t  m eans to talk about 'Engl ish ' l i ter ature, and the relat ionsh ip  between  
l i ter ature and h istor y.

UN IT  O N E: O L D  EN GL ISH
W eek 1: I n troduct ion  to O ld  Engl ish     

Bede on  'Caedm on's H ym n'

Anglo-Saxon  r idd les (handout)

W eek 2: Elegy, H eroism , and Rel igion
 'T he W anderer '   

'T he Batt le of  M aldon ' (handout)

    'T he D ream  of  the Rood '

   

W eek 3: Beowulf
    Beowulf



UN IT  T W O : M ID D L E EN GL ISH

W eek 4: I n troduct ion  to M idd le Engl ish  
L i ter ature: M ul t i l i ngual ism

first short paper due in lecture
M ar ie de Fr ance, Lanval
'D e am ico ad am icam ' and 'Responcio' (handout)

W eek 5: T he Gawain-Poet
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight

W eek 6: Chaucer
Chaucer, 'Gener al  Prologue' to T he Canterbury Tales 
and 'T he W i fe of  Bath 's Prologue and Tale'



UN IT  T H REE: REN AISSAN CE 
L IT ERAT URE

W eek 7: I n troduct ion  to Renaissance 
L i ter ature: Sonnets

second short paper due in lecture
W yatt , 'W hoso l i st  to hun t ' and Petr arch , 'Rim a 190 '
Sur rey, 'A las! so al l  th ings now do hold  thei r  peace' and 
Petr arch , Rim a 164'
Sidney, Astrophil and Stella, sonnets 1, 6, 28, 31, 33, 37, 45, 
47, 61, 69, 71, 72, 81, and 10 8, and songs 4 and 11
Shakespeare, Sonnets, 1, 3, 12, 18, 116, and 130

Recess W eek

W eek 8: T he Faerie Queene
Spenser, T he Faerie Queene, Book 1.  Sk im  can tos 3 and 6.

W eek 9: Shakespeare
2000-word essay due on Turnitin by 9am on lecture day
Shakespeare, Twelfth Night



UN IT  FO UR: REST O RAT IO N  
L IT ERAT URE AN D  T H E EIGH T EEN T H  

CEN T URY
W eek 10 : I n troduct ion  to Restor at ion  L i ter ature: 
Paradise Lost

L anyer, 'Eve's Apology in  D efense of  W om en'
M i l ton , Paradise Lost, Book I , 1-330 ; Book I I , 299-485 and 
629-10 55; Book I I I , 1-30 2; Book IV, 1-40 8 and 440 -491; Book 
IX , 192-1189; Book X , 452-577 and 70 6-110 4; Book X I I , 
466-649

W eek 11: Sw i f t , Pope, D efoe
Pepys, 'T he Plague Year ' (handout)
D efoe, extr acts f r om  A Journal of the Plague year (handout)
Sw i f t , 'A M odest Proposal '
Pope, 'T he Rape of  the L ock '

W eek 12: Tristram Shandy
Ster ne, extr acts f r om  Tristram Shandy (handout)

W eek 13: Conclusion  and Revision



PRACT ICAL  IN FO RM AT IO N

Cou r se Tex t :

Stephen  Greenblat t , ed ., T he Norton Anthology of English Literature, ten th  
ed i t ion , vols A, B, and C (N ew Yor k : W . W . N or ton  and Com pany, 20 18).

Cour se texts not included in  these volum es w i l l  be m ade avai lable on l ine.  
O ther  ed i t ions of  T he Norton Anthology are acceptable i f  they con tain  the 
assigned texts.

A ssessm en t:

Essay (20 0 0  words) 40 %

Exam 50 %

Par t icipat ion , includ ing two shor t  paper s 10 %

As the m ajor  wr i t ten  assignm en t for  th is cour se, your  essay w i l l  be 
subm i t ted  th rough  Tur n i t in .  Please include a declar at ion  stat ing: 'T h is 
paper  represen ts m y own  wor k in  accordance w i th  Un iver si ty  regu lat ions.  
I  include p roper  academ ic references to al l  m y sources and have not used 
gener at ive AI .'  You do not have to subm i t  a paper  copy un less requested 
by your  tu tor .

Cou r se Pol i ci es:

Attendance and Par t i cipat ion : 

bar r ing docum en ted i l lness or  em er gencies, you m ust at tend ever y 
lecture and tu tor ial .  You m ust ar r ive on  t im e, hav ing done the requ i red  
read ings and any assigned wor k , and be ready to par t i cipate in  the class 



d iscussion .  Fai lu re to do so w i l l  r educe your  par t i cipat ion  gr ade 
sign i f i can t ly.  I f  you m ust m iss a class, p lease give your  tu tor  as m uch  
not ice as possible.

L ate W or k and Extensions: 

i f  your  essay is late, i t  w i l l  be m ar ked down  by one th i r d  of  a gr ade (i .e. 
an  A-  to a B+) for  each  day that i t  i s overdue.  I f  you th ink that  you w i l l  
have to subm i t  your  essay late, p lease speak to your  tu tor  as soon  as 
possible.  W e would  r ather  know the si tuat ion  than  be sur pr ised and 
d isappoin ted  by a m issing essay !

Seek ing H elp  O utside Class: 

you are encour aged to use any for m  of  legi t im ate aid  to help  you wr i te 
paper s and research  top ics that  in terest  you.  O bvious sources of  
legi t im ate assistance include your  tu tor s, the wr i t ing coaches at  the L CC 
Com m un icat ion  Cube, and the subject  l ibr ar ians at  the l ibr ar y.  W hen  
m eet ing w i th  tu tor s, you should  p repare speci f i c quest ions about your  
wor k in  order  to m ake the m ost of  your  t im e together .  Tutor s are not 
expected to read m ore than  one dr af t  per  assignm en t.

Plagiar ism , Academ ic D ishonesty, and Gener at ive AI : 

D on 't  do i t !  I f  your  tu tor s or  I  f ind  that you have m isrepresen ted 
som eone else's wor k as your  own , you w i l l  f ai l  the assignm en t and 
possibly  the cour se.  I f  you are unsure of  how or  when  to ci te a source, 
p lease refer  to the un iver si ty 's academ ic in tegr i ty  resources or  ask your  
tu tor .  You m ust not use gener at ive AI  (such  as ChatGPT ) or  other  
wr i t ing-assistance p rogr am s (such  as Gr am m ar ly) for  your  assignm en ts.  
I n  lear n ing to wr i te wel l , you are also lear n ing to th ink clear ly.

Q u est i on s?

Feel  f r ee to com e to m e or  to your  tu tor  i f  you have any quest ions.  M ost 
im por tan t ly, i f  you feel  that  you're f al l ing beh ind  in  the cour se for  any 
reason , please talk to one of us.  T he sooner  we d iscuss any obstacles to your  
success in  th is class, the m ore l i kely  i t  i s that  we w i l l  be able to f i x them !
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