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Course Aims

This course will examine the history of the dismantling of the British Empire as well as the legacies
it leaves, which continue to shape the modern world. At its height in the 1920s, the British Empire
covered almost a quarter of the earth’s area, and yet soon after, by the 1940s and 50s, newly
independent nation states were emerging from the end of Britain’s empire. Just in Africa, more
than fifty new states were created in the 1950s. In this course, we will map the economic, social,
political, and cultural histories of this foundational shift in the twentieth century called
decolonization.

Intended Learning Outcomes (ILO)

By the end of this course, you (as a student) will be able to:

1. Investigate and explain the role of a range of historical processes in the political, cultural, and
societal formation of newly-independent postcolonial nation states of the twentieth century.

2. Compare and contrast the major historical approaches and theories related to decolonization.

Articulate compelling, evidence-based, and well-reasoned arguments in written and oral form.

4. Formulate novel historical arguments and explanations that effectively deploy primary and
secondary source evidence.
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Course Content

This course will take a comparative case-study approach to the topic of decolonization. We will
examine the emergence of newly-independent states in Africa, South and Southeast Asia, Asia-
Pacific, and the Middle East. We will discuss the similarities and differences in the dismantling of
imperial structures in these regions, while also trying to understand the unique legacies left by
colonialism upon each region.




Assessment

Group Presentation - 20%: Once during the semester you will be called on to present a summary
and critique of the assigned readings to the whole class and to lead discussion during the first
hour of the seminar. Depending on the size of the class, this will likely be undertaken in groups.
This may include lecture-style presentation as well as any activities you deem fit for introducing
the class to the material. Your group will be expected to consult the additional readings/sources
and to provide the essential background and context for the discussion of the readings.

To do well on the team assessment, it is necessary for you to demonstrate positive
interdependence and teamwork. In principle, you will receive the same marks as your team.
However, your individual score may vary based on feedback about your contributions to the
group project.

Participation — 20%: This component will be made up of your weekly reading responses, and any
other in-class activities. Weekly reading responses should be one page only and provide your view
on one or more of the readings for each week. They will be graded on a check minus/check/check
plus scale: a check minus for submitting the response but below average work, a check for
average work, and a check plus reserved for outstanding work.

Midterm Essay — 30%: Since we will be working on writing over the whole semester, this
assignment will be a key point at which to receive feedback on your final essay project. Your essay
ideas should already be well developed by the mid-semester break and as such the outline must
consist of (at least): an outline of your essay with a clear historical argument or thesis; list of
primary sources and how you plan to use them; literature review of secondary sources; and
annotated bibliography.

Final Essay — 30%: This assessment component consists of a research essay of 2000 words. You
will be required to develop your own topic in consultation with the instructor, to collect primary
sources appropriate to that topic, and develop a clear historical argument.
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Course Policies and Student Responsibilities

This is an advanced seminar class intended for third and fourth year history students. This module




is intended to be both an intensive reading seminar as well as a writing workshop. You are
expected to complete all assigned readings before class, attend all lectures and tutorials
punctually, and submit all scheduled assignments by their due dates.

Absenteeism

This course requires you to be in class to contribute to discussions and team presentations. These
in-class activities make up a significant portion of your grade. Absence from class without a valid
reason can affect your overall course grade. Valid reasons include either falling sick supported by
a medical certificate, or participation in NTU’s approved activities supported by an excuse letter
from the relevant bodies. There will be no make-up opportunities for team presentations.

Plagiarism

Ensure that you follow appropriate citation conventions for all assignments and familiarize
yourself with the University’s policies on plagiarism and collaboration. The University has recently
clarified and strengthened its rules regarding plagiarism. Plagiarism does not have to be intention
in order for it to count as an infringement. Start work early so you are not rushing to complete
things at the last minute. Breaches will be taken very seriously and — in addition to any grade
penalties — a permanent citation will be made on your student file.

Late work and extensions:

Any submitted work that is late will result in the deduction of one letter grade per day. Missing
leading the discussion or not scheduling a discussion will result in a zero grade for that
component.

Extensions will only be granted in very special cases and only then when requested at least one
week in advance of a deadline.

Academic Integrity

Good academic work depends on honesty and ethical behaviour. The quality of your work as a
student relies on adhering to the principles of academic integrity and to the NTU Honour Code, a
set of values shared by the whole university community. Truth, Trust and Justice are at the core
of NTU’s shared values.

As a student, it is important that you recognize your responsibilities in understanding and applying
the principles of academic integrity in all the work you do at NTU. Not knowing what is involved
in maintaining academic integrity does not excuse academic dishonesty. You need to actively
equip yourself with strategies to avoid all forms of academic dishonesty, including plagiarism,
academic fraud, collusion and cheating. If you are uncertain of the definitions of any of these
terms, you should go to the academic integrity website for more information. Consult your
instructor(s) if you need any clarification about the requirements of academic integrity in the
course.

Course Instructor

Instructor Office Location Email

Tapsi Mathur HSS-05-11 tapsi.mathur@ntu.edu.sg



https://entuedu.sharepoint.com/sites/Student/dept/ctlp/SitePages/Academic-Integrity.aspx

Planned Weekly Schedule

Week Topic Readings/ Activities

Week 1 Introduction: Theorizing Duara, Prasenjit and Etherington, Ben.
Decolonization

Week 2 Nationalist and Anticolonial White, Luise and White, A.M.
Movements in Africa

Week 3 Nationalist and Anticolonial Gandhi, MK and Ramnath.
Movements in Asia

Week 4 Decolonization Case Study I: Kenya Anderson, D and Branch, D.

Week 5 Decolonization Case Study IlI: India Zamindar, VJ and Sajad, Malik.
and Kashmir

Week 6 Decolonization Case Study Ill: South McClintock, A.
Africa

Week 7 Decolonization Case Study IV: The Césaire, Aimé.
Caribbean

Week 8 Decolonization Case Study V: Palestine | Davis, Angela.

Week 9 Decolonizing Methodologies Fanon, F and Wa Thiong'o, Ngugi.

Week 10 Postcolonies Mbembe, Achille.

Week 11 The Third World Project Prashad, Vijay.

Week 12 Imperial Legacies Mamdani, Mahmood.

Week 13 Decolonization in the 21 Century Veracini, L.




