HH4016 Topics in World History

[Seminar: 52 hours; Pre-requisites: nil; Academic Unit: 4.0]

Seminar meeting: Monday, 09:30-13:30
Venue: LHR-TR+41
Instructor: A/P Goh Geok Yian
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scholars a major theme which forms
part of Students will read major texts related to these
' ' 1:
. University of California Press, 2010.
| J | YV UUD allu INTLWUILRND 2:
Frank, Andre Gunder. Reorient: global economy in the Asian Age. Berkeley; London:
University of California Press, 1998.
4 Environmental History 1:
Diamond, Jared. Collapse: how societies choose to fail or succeed. New York: Penguin,
2006.
5 Environmental History 2:
Pyne, Stephen J. World Fire: The Culture of Fire on Earth. Washington: University of




Washington Press, 2010. Reprint.

6 Diseases and Pathogens 3:
Cook, Noble David. Born to Die: Disease and New World Conquest, 1492-1650.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1998.
7 Diseases and Pathogens 4:
Curtin, Philip. Death by Migration: Europe’s Encounter with the Tropical World in the
Nineteenth Century. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1989.
8 Cross-Cultural Encounters and Trade 1:
Bentley, Jerry H.
Modern Times. New York: Oxford University Press, 1993.
9 Cross-Cultural Encounters and Trade 2:
Dening, Greg.
Victoria: University of Melbourne Press, 1980.
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10 Migrations and Diasporas:
Price, Richard. Alabi’s World.
11
Bulliet, Richard W.
1990.
12

Crosby, Alfred.

Learning Outcome
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(2) 30-minute presentations over the course of a
-length lecture-cum-
The presentations can be on the books, which students have
Each 30-minute presentation will be followed by a 10-
Review Essays (20%)

Students are required to submit two book review essays (1,000 words each) on the two books
they elect to do their presentations. The review essays should reflect students’ critical analysis
and discussion of the issues examined in the books.

Participation in class discussions (10%)




Students are expected to participate in class discussions and any activities conducted within the
classroom.

Research Paper (30%)

Students are required to submit a final research paper of 5,000 words, exclusive of citations and
bibliography. The topic of this paper must be related to one or several themes examined in this
course.

*Note 1: students who are presenting on specific books must identify four chap

read the article plus three chapters.

advance and should be scanned and

for sharing of these documents).

*Note 2

readings can be considered for book reviews, preces, and presentations.
under “Other Books of Interest”, or

approval from me before proceeding.

Other Books of Interest
a. Abu-Lughod, Janet L. -1350. New
York: Oxford University Press, 1989.
b. Adas, Michael. Ideologies of
Western Dominance
c. Bernal, Martin. New Brunswick,
d. Cronon, William. . New York:
W.W. Norton, 1996.
e. -1900
f. Elvin, Mark. New Haven:
g. Gilroy . Massuchusetts:
h. . Second edition. Routledge, 2012.
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1The Great Divergence: turope, China and the making of the modern
Princeton:
982.
Washington: University of Washington Press, 1996.
The Unending Frontier: an environmental history of the early modern world.
The Modern World-System. 3 vols. New York: Academic Press, 1974-
89.
p- Watts, Sheldon. Epidemics and History: disease, power and imperialism. New Haven: Yale
University Press, 1999.
qg. Worster, Donald. Dust Bowl. New York: Oxford University Press, 2004.

Worster, Donald. Under Western Skies: Nature and History in the American West. New York:
Oxford University Press, 1994.



