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HH2023: Reading in the History of Health and Medicine (SEM2, 2017-2018) 
 
 

Asst Prof Park Hyung Wook 

Email: hwpark@ntu.edu.sg/ Office: HSS 05-14 / Phone: 6592 3565 

Office Hours: Thursday 10:30 am-12:30 pm 

Seminar Time: Tuesday 15:30-18:30 / Seminar Venue: HSS-TR+1 
 
 

Course Description: This course aims at offering you an opportunity to investigate primary sources in 

Western medical history. Historians stress the significance of skill in reading and analyzing primary 
source s, as it is the key asset in their profession. In the history of health and medicine, this is especially 

important, as medical knowledge in the past is often strikingly different from ours. How can we make 
sense of this difference in historical contexts? You will learn how to approach primary sources, which 
must be read more analytically within their own contexts. This reading will deepen your understanding of 

cultural and political dimensions of health and illness in their multiple manifestations. 
 
 

Evaluation: 

1) Midterm Skit Scenario: (25%, due by 9 March) 
2) Final Research Paper: (30%, due by 27 April) 
3) Pre-Seminar Questions: (15%) 
4) Discussion Reports: (15%) 
5) Attendance and Participation: (15%) 

 
 

Course Schedule: 

1. (16 January ) Introduction 
John C. Burnham, What Is Medical History? (Cambridge: Polity Press, 20005), pp. 10 54. 

Peter Elmer and Ole Peter Grell (eds.), Health, Disease, and Society in Europe 1500-1800 
(Manchester, Open University Press, 2004), pp. 12 13. [Hippocratic Oath] 
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2. 23 
 

 
 

 
 473 494, 498 509. 

 

3. 

 
321 351.   

 

Jazzar’s Provisions for the   

 
rope 1500 1800, pp. 5 12. 

 

4.    
, , pp. 67 79, 173 188. 

 

 
96. 

 
5.  

 
 

, pp. 91 124.   
1930   

 University Press, 2004), pp. 24 27. 
 , 
  
  
 6. 

, pp. 237 264. 
 

W. F. Bynum, “The Rise of Science in Medicine, 1850 1913,” in  
1800 2000 , pp. 123 135. 

 

7.  
, pp. 198 224. 

 

Bynum, “Rise of Science in Medicine,” pp. 111 123. 
 

8. 
, pp. 129 133, 136 140. 

 

Sanchez, “  
,” History and Theory 31 (1992), pp. 51 69. 

105. 

97 101. 

  

 
, pp. 32 38. 

, , pp. 45 50, 65 74.

  

 
, pp. 115 119, 124 126. 
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, pp. 204 213, 224 228. 

274 293, 305 
Kevles, “ ,” 

 
 

Judith Walzer Leavitt, “ ,”  6 
(1980), pp. 147 164. 

 

9. 
 

319. 
32 (Spring 2016). 

 
10.    

, pp. 277 283, 292 297. 
(New York: Basic Books, 1984), pp. 

3 29, 112 127. 
 

11. 
 Major , pp. 427 458. 

Dominique A. Tobbell, “Allied against Reform: Pharmaceutical Industry 
1970,” 82 (2008), 

pp. 878 912. 
 

12. 
 

  

 , pp. 390 393, 403 408, 
416 422. 

Steven Epstein, “Bodily Differences and Collective Identities: The Politics of Gender and Race in 
Biomedical Research in the United States,”  10 (2004), pp. 183 203. 

  140 
143, 162 179. 

 

13. 
 “Rejuvenation of Cultures of Tissues,” 

 

, “The Serial Cultivation of Human Diploid Cell Strains,” 
, pp. 585 621. 

Lijing Jiang, “ ,”  
 (2012 07 

Leonard Hayflick, “Hayflick”s Reply,” 202 (1978), pp. 128 136. 
Nicholas Wade, “Hayflick”s Tragedy,” 192 (1976), pp. 125 127. 

Watts, “Leonard Hayflick and the Limits of Ageing,” 377 (2011), p. 2075. 
**If you still have time, please read Park’s and Jordan/Lynch’s papers in the optional reading list. 
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, p. 1611. 
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Discussion Reports 

—  
—  

report reflects the outcome of the class members’ conversation about the discussion question assigned to 
. The professor’s evaluation will be added 

 

 

1  

Each student’s activity and attendance  

 

 

 

depending on the general distribution of students’ marks in the entire class. But late submission can be 
excused according to the professor’s understanding of the student’s circumstances. 

 

 

 misconduct and may endanger a student’s career in a highly severe way. 
It is done intentionally or unintentionally by using another person’s ideas and writings without any proper 

ople’s ideas or arguments 

indicate that the ideas have come from another person’s work. If you are not sure about how you should 
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will be reduced to zero and the student’s name will be reported to the school. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Press, 1958) [in the Professor’s Collection].   

  
Jazzar’s   

 

   
  

1800    
 

   
1930 

[in the Professor’s Collection]. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

800 1800   

y, 
2000 

 

 
 

 

 The Care of Strangers: The Rise of America’s Hospital System  
 

 

 

 

 
(Boston: Houghton, 2001) [in the Professor’s Collection 

 
 

they submit a summary of the week’s readings along 
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Hyung Wook Park, “Constructing Failure: Leonard Hayflick, Biomedicine, and the Problems with Tissue Culture,” 
303 327. 

, “ ,”  38 
21. 

Kathleen Jordan and Michael Lynch, “The Sociology of a Genetic Engineering Technique,” in Adele Clarke and 
  114. 

John Farley and Gerald Geison, “Science, Politics and Spontaneous Generation in Nineteenth 
Pouchet Debate,” 198. 

Lester King, “Dr. Koch’s Postulates,” 361. 

Judith Walzer Leavitt, “‘ ’ 
,” 629. 

Andrew Cunningham, “Transforming Plague: The Laboratory and the Identity of Infectious Disease,” in Andrew 

244. 
 

16. 

Lindsay Granshaw, “The Rise of the Modern Hospital in Britain,” Andrew Wear (ed.),  
Hi 218. 

 

68. 

 Shim, Laura Mamo, Jennifer Fosket, and Jennifer Fishman, “Biomedicalization: 
Technoscientific Transformations of Health, Illness, and U.S. Biomedicine,”  

194. 
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K. Codell Carter, “Koch’s Postulates in Relation to the Work of Jacob Henle and Edwin Klebs,”  29 
374. 

J. Andrew Mendelsohn, “From Eradication to Equilibrium: How Epidemics Became Complex after World War I,” 

1959 331. 

Peter Keating and Alberto Cambrosio, “Biomedical Platforms,” 387. 


