Order of Presentation
 
 

There is a standard order of presentation of the various parts of a dissertation. This section explains each part, and gives advice on what to include in each.

 
· Title Page Follow exactly the NTU format. A sample is attached at the end of this document.

· Abstract Make it short, concise, no more than 500 words; it should include the research question(s)/objective(s), a brief description of the research method and a summary of the results.

· Acknowledgments A brief ‘thank you’ to those who helped and supported you. The acknowledgment should normally not be more than a page long.

· Table of Contents A sample is attached to illustrate the form and numbering to be followed.

· List of Figures Include the figure number in sequential order, and the figure title.

· List of Tables Include the table number in sequential order, and the table title.

 

Most of the MSc dissertations follow the following chapter outlines. However, in some cases (such as Information System development projects) the contents may be different. Always check and get approval from your supervisor regarding the dissertation framework and chapter outlines prior to writing the dissertation.

 
Chapter 1: Introduction and Statement of the Problem
· Introduce the subject area and explain the research topic. 

· State your research question(s) or research objective(s). This is also the place for mentioning the scope and limitations of your study. It is difficult to write a good introduction before completing the literature review, which provides perspective and quotes to highlight the importance of the topic you have selected. You might wish to write the introduction and the literature review at the same time. 

· Explain the terminology that you use. 

· Keep the introduction short and focused.

 
Chapter 2: Review of the Literature
· The literature review is a major part of your research and deserves serious attention. Initially, the literature review will help you to select and focus on a topic, and will show you what has been published on that topic so that you do not duplicate someone else’s work. 

· Conduct a thorough literature search before designing your methodology and collecting your data.

· The literature review should provide context and clarify the relationship between your topic and previous work in that area. When writing the literature review, present major themes, theories, and ideas that have been published in the area, and the findings of related studies. A thematic approach under section headings will help to focus the review and provide structure to this chapter.

· Conclude the review of the literature with a short section that describes your topic, highlighting why it is important to address the problem you have investigated.

 

Chapter 3: Methodology
This chapter describes exactly the steps that you took to investigate your research problem. It explains:

· your research design;

· the methodology that you selected (survey, interviews, historical research, document analysis or extended literature review for example);

· the instruments that you used and how they were developed; and 

· the sample that you selected, and the description of your data collection process. 

 

Copies of correspondence, instruments if you used any (questionnaires or interview scripts), raw data if appropriate and other items relating to the methodology are included as appendices, with references from the appropriate place in this chapter.

 
Chapter 4: Findings
· This chapter is the essence of your dissertation.

· It describes what you found in your research, without discussion, interpretation or reference to the literature. Just the facts, presented as tables, figures, interview summaries and/or descriptions of what you found that is important and noteworthy. 

· The objective is to present a simple, clear and complete account of the results of your research.

 
Chapter 5: Discussion
· This chapter is where you relate your findings to your original statement of the problem and your literature review. 

· Begin by briefly summarizing the previous chapters, then discuss what you found.

· Ask yourself why the results were what they were, and then try to provide meaningful answers to the question. 

· Feel free to interpret objectively and subjectively and to make references to what others have said on the subject, but make sure that every conclusion you draw is defensible and not just your own personal opinion.

 
Chapter 6: Conclusion
· Summarize your conclusions from the discussion chapter. 

· Note the limitations of your study. 

· The purpose of this section is to show the examiner that you are aware of the methodological limitations of your study, for example the small size of your sample, or the fact that you set out to examine only one part of a bigger problem. 

· Optionally, you may make recommendations relating to the problem that you investigated, for example by making practical suggestions on how to improve the situation in the organization in which your research took place. Definitely make recommendations for areas that require further study.

 
References
Apply the selected style consistently and accurately

 
Appendices 
Arrange in the order in which the text refers to them
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