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When we speak of the standardization of the Chinese language, we 
must, in this age of globalization, consider both the needs for the 
international exchange as well as the autonomy of the regional 
varieties of the language. With the continuous growth of the 
comprehensive national strength of China, the influence of 
Putonghua is getting stronger. As such, policy makers, linguists 
and educationists from different regions must learn to strike a 
balance on the pressing needs. When we promote the 
standardization of the speaking and learning of the Chinese 
language, we must be mindful that the influence of the Putonghua 
be developed naturally in the course of international exchanges, 
without being exerted forcibly. 
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Wednesday, 15 March 2017 

10:30am -11:30 @ ALC [NIE 3-02-03] 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME 
 

*The talk will be conducted in Chinese 
** for inquiries, please contact Dr Tan kar Chun (karchun.Tan@nie.edu.sg) or  

Dr Zhang Aidong (aidong.zhang@nie.edu.sg) 
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Topic:   

How do illustrations teach, 
or don’t they? 
From Li Shizhen to Joseph Needham 

Abstract 
It is a common assumption that illustrations serve as 
didactic tools to the texts they accompany. But how do 
illustrations relate to text? Do they complement the written 
word, provide a separate narrative, or both? In this 
seminar we will examine this question through the 
example of naturalist illustration in pre-modern China. 
 
About the Speaker: 
Roel Sterckx is Joseph Needham Professor of Chinese 
History, Science and Civilisation at the University of 
Cambridge and Fellow of Clare College. His publications 
include The Animal and the Daemon in Early China 
(SUNY Press, 2002) and Food, Sacrifice and Sagehood in 
Early China (Cambridge University Press, 2011. In 2013 
he was elected Fellow of the British Academy. 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Tuesday, 15 August 2017 

11:00am -12:00noon @ ALC [NIE 3-02-03] 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME (refreshment provided!) 
 

*The talk will be conducted in English  
** for inquiries, please contact Dr Zhang Aidong 

(aidong.zhang@nie.edu.sg)  
            Assoc Prof Tan Chee Lay cheelay.tan@nie.edu.sg   
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The Angel is in the Details  
On literary reading and the nuances of creative 
writing  
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Thursday, 17 August 2017 

10:30am -11:30 @ ALC [NIE 3-02-03] 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME 
 

*The talk will be conducted in Chinese  
** for inquiries, please contact Dr Zhang Aidong (aidong.zhang@nie.edu.sg)  

Assoc Prof Tan Chee Lay cheelay.tan@nie.edu.sg  

 

 
 

 

 


