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• The introduction of the "Primary
Chinese Language Curriculum
Standards" in 2015 emphasize on
enhancing language proficiency among
primary school students.

• With the focus on spoken language
skills in the revised curriculum, the
research aims to evaluate the
effectiveness of teaching materials,
specifically focusing on spoken
vocabulary in the "HuanLe HuoBan"
textbook.

Statistical Survey:
• Selected 100 words from three chosen dictionaries.
• Engaged 4 diverse classmates for unbiased selection.
• Finalized 37 words through judgment and classmates' input.

Content & Comparative Analysis:
• Examined the distribution of the chosen 37 words across the "HuanLe HuoBan" textbooks

spanning from Primary 1 to Primary 6.
• Conducted a comparative analysis by cross-referencing these words with the content of the

Primary 6 oral examination practice book.

Distribution of Spoken Chinese Vocabulary Across 
Textbooks (Table 1):
• Uneven pattern indicates varying emphasis on

spoken vocabulary across different primary levels.

• Gradual increase in the inclusion of spoken
vocabulary words from Primary 1 to Primary 4 and
5, peaking at 51.4%.

Insufficient Expansion of Spoken Vocabulary 
(Table 2):
• Only 4 new words introduced in Primary 1, a slight

increase to 5 in Primary 2. Peak at 6 new words in
Primary 3, but short-lived.

• Significant decline contradicts expected progression
for higher-grade students.

• Raises concerns about the adequacy of the
curriculum in cultivating advanced spoken language
skills.

1. Mismatch between curriculum aspirations and observed patterns in
spoken vocabulary distribution. This emphasizes the need for a
targeted approach to integrate spoken language competency into
the curriculum.

2. Limitations in spoken vocabulary teaching in textbooks may impact
overall language proficiency. Insufficient exposure and practice in
using spoken Chinese may result in students struggling to express
themselves fluently and comprehend spoken Chinese.

3. The instructions that textbooks provided predominantly focuses on
the written context of these words, neglecting their spoken
applications. For example: "哪里" (nǎlǐ ) and "��" (wèntí )

4. While doing Oral Examination practice analysis, only fraction of
selected spoken vocabulary words appears in suggested answers.
This discrepancy raises questions about the alignment between the
spoken vocabulary taught in textbooks and the vocabulary
emphasized in oral assessment.

5. The oral examination suggested answers feature two words that
were not taught in textbooks. This suggests a potential mismatch
between the oral examination expectations and the spoken
vocabulary emphasized in classroom instruction.

• Enhance the "Listening and Speaking Theatre" section in
textbooks by incorporating more Chinese spoken vocabulary,
ensuring practical and meaningful reinforcement of spoken
language skills.

• Address the dual nature of words in the textbooks to ensure that
students not only comprehend the written form but also
effectively use these words in spoken communication.

• Introduce a weekly lesson dedicated to speaking proficiency,
utilizing video content to immerse students in real-life
conversational scenarios.

• Research reveals a misalignment between the
spoken language goals set by the curriculum and
the actual distribution and introduction of
spoken vocabulary in "HuanLe HuoBan"
textbooks.

• The suggested interventions aim to bridge gaps,
fostering a holistic and effective Chinese
language education for primary school students
in Singapore to improve the spoken Chinese
vocabulary Education.
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