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Teaching musical representation
- in the Primary music classroom

:
Purpose of the project )
1. Clarify and deepen Primary music teacher’s understanding of musical representation \
2. Analyze Western Classical Animal-inspired works that demonstrated musical representation x.
3. Propose and invigorate more informed and meaningful lesson ideas in Primary music

teachers when teaching musical representation
Clarifying and deepening
understanding of musical

~~
0
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Have you ever wondered... =

representation
What is musical representation? What is it about the musical Invigorating and
Suggest and/or illustrate through the medium of music, the sonic and Wf)l‘k Fllght Of the Bum?)lebee proposing teachlng ideas
non-sonic characteristics of an object, being or event. Wh]_Ch makes us recognlse that
How is musical representation achieved? a bumblebee is in ﬂlght? Teaching idea 1: Making use of non-verbal aids

» The listener ml:’::iteinaettcs;itcsot:F:szsgrrlmri]:eetcicglr?;rxsical Example: Showing students videos of real-life animals moving can

representation by using his/her imagination and other non-verbal N TS MEE [ mform.ed c’onnectlons DRIEER Hie TS

Jids and the animal’s movement
> e comp;)s?;r’:apsbgn if:miliar) ch;:acterri]stics (may 9 IS AnaIVSIS Of Teaching idea 2: Recognising musical representation in different

non-sonic) of the object to convey through music .

’ Y IOus Flight of the Bumblebee contexts
Types of musical representations: ] ) ) ] )

1. Achieved using sonic characteristics: Representing the sound Musical elements analysed: Melody, Rhythm, Articulation, Dynamics, Tempo, Timbre Engaging students in exploring and suggesting different contexts
oroduced by the object in Music (also known as ‘musical in which the animal can move in to recognise different musical
imitation) Bl e = = = - representations using movement.

v _ Looking at the Melody

2 Achieved using non-sonic characteristics: Representing the =TT e e Fmememe:  Continuous ascending and Getting students to think of how the object would sound like in

movement of the object in music wos  o|[E - = - = - descending semi-quaver different contexts to recognise different ways of ‘musical
;_ﬂg runs representing the imitation’.
Typey \l;ype 2 M - - multi-directional

movement of the bee.

A common misconception: Did YOU KNOW @ NON-SONIC  ooiiiiiiesiesisseaanssssssssaanssssssssasnssasssnsssnsssssnnsssnssssssnsssnssssssssssnsssssssssssssssnsssssnssssnnnsssnssssnnnssnns Teaching idea 3: Building aural recognition of musical
Literal imitation characteristics like representations
VS ‘Musical imitation’ ’motion’ could be :
represented in music? @iw —— ——:_-m By combining the previous two teaching ideas, teacher will let
Literal imitation: Use of Looking at the Rhythm ﬁﬂﬂﬂi@ﬂ%ﬂﬁ = students listen to different musical works demonstrating either
the literal sounds. Using the motion or Semi-quavers emphasizes z:é : : - = : = musical representation type 1 or 2.
surface movement of the the swiftness of the bee in " i
Musical imitation: Closely object to represent in flight! v ) C e L b el Student will be taught to identify various musical elements which
simulating the sound in music. wo B e e ey = helped to convey the sonic or non-sonic characteristics of the
guestion according to the A : ’ object based on the musical representation (as demonstrated in
boundariesof musicc. @ @ BRSO W dleerrrrnasaanascssssssasanss T T ———— the music analysis).
l —— : e 3 . o
Challenging ‘sound to /& > pETeveve| FwivTIcEy FEIrREET Looking at“the QV&iChS Limitations and
B . o ; ———— Dynamic swells represent how - .

“CTIN };Fﬁﬁ:j v ? = ythe bee is hovefcloser or ‘EanIdetathnS ) 2
Is ‘sound’ the only thing ) 3 ’ further away from a flower. i 4
that can be musically What non-sonic Further research to be done to

qualities can be

representEd? o > " d . th ..................................................................................................................................... analyse how musical representation
represented in the . .
may be achieved using moods
) ) 25)
Music philosophers note music: :
how Ao o, Looking at the Timbre i {‘ 3¢
. Fls. — I
characteristics of objects Use O_f t.he flute, c.Iarmet 2 %’? = =
may be musically < / y and violins in playing the
represented too ' solo/main melodies sa = = =
represent the bee’s light !

bodyweight.
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