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Up against some of the top college
golfers in the United States, Hiroshi
Tai made history on May 27 (May
28, Singapore time) when he be-
came the first Asian and Singapo-
rean to win the National Collegiate
Athletic Association (NCAA)
Championship inCarlsbad, Califor-
nia.
With the win, Tai, who enrolled

in Georgia Institute of Technology
in 2022, bookedhis spot in twoMa-
jors – June’s US Open and the 2025
Masters. He will be the first golfer
from Singapore to play at Augusta
National, home of the prestigious
Masters tournament.
Previous winners of the NCAA

individual championship include
Major champions Ben Crenshaw,
Bryson DeChambeau, Phil Mickel-
son and Tiger Woods.
Tai, 22, said in a post-game inter-

view: “It was pretty nerve-racking,
but winning the individual cham-
pionship means a lot to me.
“Obviously, coach (Bruce) Hep-

pler has done a great job of recruit-
ing guys. Adding my name to that
list is awesome, and I’m just sur-
rounded by a bunch of great guys.
It’s been a great experience forme.”
Singapore Golf Association

(SGA) general manager Joshua Ho
hailed Tai’s victory as a huge
achievement and tipped him to
play on the top-level PGA Tour one
day.
Mr Ho told The Straits Times: “It

is a proud day for Singapore golf.
This is really just a start to a bigger
journey for him. Playing in the Ma-
jors would have him testing his
skills against the top pros in the
world. This would motivate him to
keep pushing and eventually get-
ting a full card on one of the Major
tours like the PGA Tour.
“He has the best chance to go all

the way. From a very young age, his
maturitywasway beyondhis years.
His commitment, dedication and
professionalism to the game were
always something that separated
him from other elite golfers.”
Mr Ho has first-hand experience

of Tai’s talent and maturity, having
caddied for him at the 2019 SEA
Games. Then, the spotlight was on
his more experienced teammate
James Leow, who had just clinched
Singapore’s second individual gold
medal in the Philippines.
But in the teamsemi-finals, itwas

Tai who stepped up to help defeat
Indonesia in a sudden-death play-
off.
Mr Ho said: “The format was for

each team to select any player to go
for a one-on-one play-off. When
we were discussing as a team, Hi-
roshi put his hand up and said he
was ready to go. He made birdie to
send Singapore to the final. It just
shows his maturity and confidence
even five years ago.”
Competing at the La Costa North

Golf Course on May 27, Tai, ranked
No. 70 in the World Amateur Golf

Rankings, survived a triple bogey
on the par-three eighth – his sec-
ond-last hole – to close with a one-
under 71. His three-under 285 total
gave him a one-stroke win over six
players, including 2022 champion
Gordon Sargent of Vanderbilt Uni-
versity.
He also had to make a tricky par

putt on No. 9 to ensure Georgia
Tech qualified for the team cham-
pionship as the eighth seed.
The sophomore is the fourth

player from Georgia Tech to win
the NCAA individual title and the
first since Troy Matteson in 2002.
He had previously clinched two ti-
tles in 2022 – the Maui Jim Invita-
tional and Georgia Collegiate Invi-
tational.
Tai is now focused on helping his

school in the teammatchplay quar-
ter-finals against No. 1 seed Illinois
on May 28.
SGA coach Murray Smit praised

Tai’s level-headedness, noting that
“nothing really fazes him”.
He said: “He just gets on with it

and gets the job done. That’s one of
his superpowers. He’s very good off
the tee and in his approach play.
“He has been doing significant

work with his coach in the US to
improve his putting, which was
kind of the last missing piece to get
to the elite level.”
He added that the achievement

was a huge moment for Singapore
golf.
Tai picked up golf after his par-

ents took him to the Bukit range at
Singapore Island Country Club
when he was just four years old.
At the club, he became close

friends with fellow golfer Ryan
Ang, 24.
Ang said: “He sticks to his busi-

ness, doesn’t really complain much
and just gets the job done. He’s just
a super solid player all round. I defi-
nitely think he has what it takes to
play on the PGA Tour.”

Tai, 22, is first
S’porean to book
spot at US Masters
after historic win
Georgia Tech student clinches
US collegiate golf championship
in a first for Republic and Asia
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Hiroshi Tai, 22, with his National
Collegiate Athletic Association
championship trophy on May 27.
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Toget youngpeople committed to lifelong learning,
teachers have to become lifelong learners them-
selves, said Education Minister Chan Chun Sing.
In this way, teachers will be equipped to tackle

changes that arise as technology and society
evolve, including changing teaching methods and
the need to develop students in a well-rounded
manner.
Mr Chan was speaking on May 28 at the Rede-

signing Pedagogy International Conference, where
more than 800delegates from22 countries, includ-
ing Singapore, will exchange research findings,
ideas and teaching experiences.
Hosted by the National Institute of Education,

Nanyang Technological University, the annual con-
ference runs till May 30 and aims to foster collab-
oration among educators, researchers and policy-
makers worldwide.
In his speech, Mr Chan spoke of how education

can transform to adapt to technological advance-
ments and the changing role of teachers as tech-
nology is integrated into learning.
One major challenge is personalising and custo-

mising each student’s learning journey on a mass
scale, he said, in view of evolving expectations of
education where more personalised outcomes and
relevant skills are demanded.
He highlighted the difficulties of achieving “qual-

ity at scale, proliferationwith speed and affordabil-
ity in cost” simultaneously, adding: “It used to be
said you can achieve two out of three at best, but
seldom all three together.”
But with the challenges also come opportunities,

which means the time has come when teachers
stand the “best chance to do this well”, Mr Chan
said.
“I thinkwehave in ourhandsnow the technology,

data and collective experiences of our teaching fra-
ternity to give this our best shot.”
He listed several ways in which new teaching

methods and practices have entered the classroom,
such as the use of education technology that has
changed the way teachers conduct lessons and
adapt teaching approaches.
For one thing, new teaching methods have

emerged that leverage the science of learning, such
as neuroimaging that observes how learners’ brains
develop, to enable personalised approaches for
learners of all ages.
He cited the Short Answer Feedback Assistant

andMathsCheck tools, used by students in schools,
that utilise generative artificial intelligence to pro-
vide tailored feedback and customise tests based
on students’ abilities.
But a teacher’s judgment has to be “the first and

lastmile to bridgewhat technology provides us and
what our students need”.
“These tools will not replace our teachers,” said

Mr Chan.
“As we incorporate more technology in teaching,

the greater the judgment required by our teachers
on when to use, for what to use, for who to use and
how much to use.”
He also spoke of developing students holistically,

beyond just content knowledge. In such situations,
a teacher’s role is to bemore of a “facilitator for dis-
covery” rather than just a provider of information.
“We must support students in developing em-

pathy, perspective-taking and relational skills to
work collaboratively and harmoniously across di-
verse groups,” Mr Chan said, encouraging teachers
to find new ways to help students acquire these
skills.
It is also important to develop skills such as crit-

ical thinking and social-emotional foundations, he
said, adding that teachers need to provide new per-
spectives to students.
“As our students transition from school into sub-

sequent stages of their lives, learning should not,
and must not, cease,” he said.
These changes require teachers to obtain new

skills, he said, not just in the latest best teaching
practices, but also in partnering with parents, in-
dustry and the community.
“All these must stem from a commitment to life-

long learning by our teachers first,” said Mr Chan.
Teachersmust be both “scientists and artists”, us-

ing data and technology, and combining these tools
to bring out the best in each child, he said.
Doing so may not have been possible before due

to constraints of resources and time, he said. “But
today, with the technology, data and experiences,
we have the best chance to do this well, and we
must have the urgency to do it fast.
“Thiswill be the truemark of our professionalism

to inspire and engender deep respect.”
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Teachers must be
committed to
lifelong learning
to inspire youth:
Chan Chun Sing
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Education Minister Chan Chun Sing, at the Redesigning
Pedagogy International Conference on May 28, said
lifelong learning will enable teachers to tackle changes
as technology and society evolve. ST PHOTO: GIN TAY

Amother decided to donate her 14-
year-old son’s organs after he was
declared brain dead over the wee-
kend, after three weeks in a coma.
Woodlands Secondary School

student Isaac Loo collapsed during
a 2.4km run on May 2 around 8am
and was taken to KK Women’s and
Children’s Hospital.
The Secondary 2 student had col-

lapsed after running for 10 to 20
minutes, saidhismotherFionaSoo,
51. The doctors said he had heart
problems, causing a lack of oxygen
in his brain, she added.
He was declared brain dead on

May 25. The official cause of death
was cerebral oedema,whichmeans
swelling of the brain.
“After 72 hours, the doctor al-

ready told me to be prepared be-
cause the best-case scenario was
that he would be in a vegetative
state, and theworst was death,” the
accounts and finance officer told

The Straits Times on May 28.
“I couldn’t accept it at first as a

mother. I shared the news with
everyone, and we prayed for him,
hoping for a miracle.”
After the second week, she was

approached about organ donation.
While she originally agreed to do
so, she changed her mind nearer to
the date.
“I couldn’t bear to do it. I thought

Isaac had already suffered for three
weeks, for so long. I could notmake
the decision again to cut up his
body,” she said.
“When he was alive, even when I

helped to squeeze his pimples, he
was already in so much pain and
screaming. Now (the organ trans-
plant surgery)neededhim tobe cut
here and there. I couldn’t bear it...
My heart hurt a lot.”
She said she changed her mind

when the transplant coordinator
approached her a second time and
told her there were more than 400
people on the organ donationwait-
ing list.
“First, as a mother, I didn’t want

my child to do this surgery. But I
changed my perspective to think,
other (children’s) mothers would
probably be like me, also in pain
waiting for a miracle for their chil-
dren,” Madam Soo said.
After thinking deeply on the is-

sue, she decided to donate Isaac’s
organs.
She said Isaac would have want-

ed to do so because he was a kind
child who wanted to help others,
and because of his religious up-
bringing.
“I wanted Isaac to be many peo-

ple’s blessing,” said Madam Soo.
Madam Soo added that she did

not blame the school for the inci-
dent.
“This is tome an accident, hewas

such a healthy child. Nobody knew
he had heart problems and he nev-
er had any incidents before.”
Isaac’s physical education teach-

er, who visited the wake onMay 27,
had tried to resuscitate Isaac on the
fateful day and Madam Soo said he
had done his best.
Isaac, who was the youngest of

three brothers, had been in the
Boys’ Brigade and enjoyed playing
badmintonwithhis friends.Hewas
laid to rest in his Boys’ Brigade uni-
form and surrounded by the uni-
formed group’s memorabilia. His
wake is being held at a pavilion at
754A Woodlands Circle. He will be
cremated on May 30.
Madam Soo, who lost her hus-

band in 2022 to liver cancer, said
her favourite memories with Isaac
were the times every night before

bed when she and each of her sons
would talk about their day. The
family are permanent residents
from Malaysia.
Isaac’s older brother Jabez, 20,

recounted how hewould take Isaac
shopping with his own money,
once buying Isaac a pair of expen-
sive shoes because his school shoes
were old.
Isaac was a good boy, obedient

and “very cute”, he said.
One church member at the wake

spoke of how Isaac volunteered at
church and would often help older
members with their smart devices.
“He used his eyes to talk because

he didn’t talk a lot. He smiled a lot,”
said retiree May Tan, 56. “He was
very purewith loving eyes, without
complicated intentions.”
Many in church called him bao-

bei (meaning “baby” or “precious”
in Mandarin), she added.
MadamSoo recountedhow Isaac,

then 12, stood by his mother when
his father died.
“We cried and prayed together.

He was always by my side,” said
Madam Soo, adding that she be-
lieves Isaac will continue to stay by
her side.
“Since he was a baby, he has nev-

er leftmy side. Now, I’mnot used to
it,” said Madam Soo. “I still see
signs of him everywhere.
“It’s painful to losemy child. But I

need to look forward because I still
have two other sons (to take care
of).”

Mother donates organs of
dead teenage son to give
others hope of a miracle
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MadamFiona Soo at thewake of her youngest son, Isaac Loo, inWoodlands onMay 28. She said Isaac would havewanted to donate his organs because hewas a kind child whowanted to help
others, and because of his religious upbringing. Isaac was laid to rest in his Boys’ Brigade uniform and surrounded by the uniformed group’s memorabilia. ST PHOTO: GAVIN FOO


