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When parents and teachers com-
municate and work together, stu-
dents feelmore supported andmo-
tivated in their studies.
This is according to the findings

of two studies by the National In-
stitute of Education (NIE) released
in May about how parents and
teachers impact students’ academ-
ic motivation.
Dr Wong Zi Yang, an NIE re-

search fellow, led one study to un-
derstand how support from par-
ents and teachers, which allowed
students to make their own choic-
es and be vocal about their
thoughts, impacted how driven
they were in their studies.
As part of the study, two surveys

of 4,542 Secondary 1 to 3 students
from seven schools in Singapore
found that students actually influ-
ence the support they receive from
teachers.
When students exhibit academic

motivation, they perceive that
their teachers provide them with
more support.
Also, while teacher support had a

greater impact on students com-
pared with parental support, stu-
dents perceive that they are most
intrinsically motivated when they
receive support from both parents
and teachers.
Dr Wong said that these findings

can help parents and teachers be
more aware and less discouraged
about providing support to unmo-
tivated and disengaged students.
“Students who are disengaged

and not motivated tend to invite
less support, which in turn makes
them less motivated and engaged
over time. So being aware of the
dynamics between students,
teachers and parents allows us to
be more self-aware of the support
we give students,” he added.
Associate Professor Arief Liem,

from NIE’s psychology and child
andhumandevelopment academic
group, led another study on how
academic expectations from par-
ents and teachers impacted stu-
dents’ motivation towards their
studies.
After surveying 3,082 Secondary

1 to 3 students from nine schools in
Singapore, it was found that when
students believed that their teach-
ers and parents were both confi-
dent of their academic abilities,

they were more motivated to do
well in school.
Both studies were conducted in

2023 as part of a larger study pro-
ject by NIE called Dreams: Drivers,
Enablers And Pathways Of Adoles-
cent Development In Singapore.
This broad NIE project was com-

missioned by the Ministry of Edu-
cation, and follows 7,000 adoles-

cents throughout their four- or
five-year journey in secondary
school.
It consists of seven sub-studies,

with each investigating a key area
of adolescent development.
Dr Melvin Chan, who is assistant

dean of knowledgemanagement at
NIE’s Office of Education Re-
search, is a co-lead principal inves-

tigator for Dreams.
He said: “Students tend to inter-

nalise messages from parents and
teachers who believe in their abil-
ities. Then theywill alsowant to do
well. And in away, theywillwant to
reciprocate these expectations
from their parents and teachers
onto themselves by doing well in
school.”
He added that findings from

both studies emphasise the impor-
tance of parents and teachers
working together to optimise stu-
dents’ motivation.
“Both parents and teachers have

a very synergistic effect on student
motivation. So it will be good for
parents and teachers to commun-
icate and convey positive expecta-
tions to the students consistently,”
said Dr Chan.
Mr Zuriel Zhuo, 44, a former sec-

ondary school teacher, said that
while secondary schools usually
have three touchpoints for parents
in Secondary 1 – orientation at the
start of the year, mid-year review
and end-of-year review – it is im-
portant to keep communication
pathways between parents and
teachers open.
“Sometimes parents may be un-

familiar with the education land-

scape in secondary school, and it
may also be their first time dealing
with teenagers, so communicating
with the teachers can help,” he
said.
Mr Zhuo added that he under-

stands why parents like himself
prefer not to communicate with
teachers in secondary school as of-
ten as they did with teachers when
their children were in primary
school.
“I’m more old school – if I don’t

hear from the teacher, it’s a good
thing. At the same time, I want to
show my son, who is in secondary
school, that I trust himmore by not
checking in with his teachers con-
stantly.”
His sentiments are echoed by an-

other parent,Ms Tunitha Reku, 44,
who has three children in second-
ary school.
“In primary school,my children’s

teachers communicated with me
regularly on WhatsApp, so the re-
lationship was more intimate. But
in secondary school, the kids have
their own mobile phones, so the
teachers message them directly.
It’s just a natural progression,” she
said.
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NEW DELHI – Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi, heading into his
third termwith a weakenedman-
date, wants India to embrace a
new “green era” at the forefront
of climate diplomacy and clean
technology.
To succeed, he will need to bal-

ance those ambitions against a
need to sustain growth and satis-
fy rapidly accelerating electricity
demand, leaning on a fraying
power system still heavily depen-
dent on coal.
Mr Modi, who has cast himself

as a climate champion for much
of the past decade, will be under
pressure to make faster progress
towards existing green targets.
These include pledges to hit

net-zero emissions by 2070, in-
stall a mammoth 500GW of non-
fossil energy by the end of the
decade, and corral a global alli-
ance on solar power that aims to
secure US$1 trillion (S$1.35 tril-
lion) in investment.
But significant expansion in

clean energy – India added over
100GW of renewable capacity
during the past10 years ofMrMo-
di’s government – has not been
enough to satisfy steep demand
growth and the limitations of the
country’s transmission and dis-
tribution networks.
With energy security a priority,

coal still accounts for roughly
three-quarters of output today
and its use continues to rise. India
plans to add close to 90GW of
coal projects by 2032 – about 63
per cent more than the existing
blueprint, published inMay 2023.
New Delhi has expanded coal

mining to record levels, extended
the lives of power plants and
pressed for the softening of lan-
guage around fossil fuels at inter-
national climate talks.
State miner Coal India, which

until the pandemic was planning
to diversify into solar power, is
now prioritising the spending of
record sums to expand fossil-fuel
output.
This is unlikely to ease under a

new government.
According to Dr Ashwini

Swain, fellow at NewDelhi-based
research organisation Sustaina-
ble Futures Collaborative, a more
fragile and fractious coalition
could be prompted to push for
projects that spread largesse and

earn political support. “Protect-
ing the fossil ecosystem may
seem to be aligned with the ob-
jective,” he said.
Of course, India’s green ambi-

tion is real, and the country,
among themost climate-vulnera-
ble globally, has been experienc-
ing more frequent instances of
extreme heat and drought.
A pro-poor, pro-growth agenda

does not need to rely on coal,
which has shown itself to be cos-
tlier and less reliable than cleaner
alternatives, said independent
power analyst Alexander Rutter,
who is based in Bengaluru.
“There is a real opportunity for

the new government to radically
rethink its strategy by doubling
down on renewable energy and
storage rather than on invest-
ments in new, uneconomic and
unreliable coal plants,” he said.
But the investment require-

ments are steep, especially when
it comes to infrastructure chang-
es that will underpin a transition,
from overhauling mobility in
sprawling cities to power net-
works.
In 2022, India’s electricity plan-

ners calculated that in order to
reach India’s renewable goals, the
cost of laying new cables alone
would be around 2.4 trillion ru-
pees (S$38.8 billion).
Renewable projects are still of-

ten built in barren areas, far from
demand centres in cities and in-
dustrial hubs, where the power is
consumed.
Meanwhile, the fragile financial

health of distribution companies
connecting homes or factories
regularly deprives them of relia-
ble supplies.
A three trillion-rupee project

led by the Power Ministry will go
some way to fixing profitability,
thanks to initiatives like smart
metering, but progress is slow.
One potential change for the

next five years will be the role of
local parties, which might ease
centralisation and bring regional
interests up the agenda, climate
analysts and researchers said –
and that includes spreading
green manufacturing and clean-
energy benefits.
“A coalition government should

allow more states to make claims
on the growing green economy in
India,” said Assistant Professor
Rohit Chandra of the IIT Delhi
School of Public Policy. “The last
decade saw most of this activity
in four or five states, including
Gujarat and Rajasthan.”
Those two states – bastions of

support for Mr Modi’s party – do
enjoy the lowest cost of energy
generation, but poorer regions
will now have a greater political
role, potentially pulling invest-
ments to less-affluent areas.
“If we see more decentralisa-

tion and more state-led growth,
you could see some of these tran-
sition policies being intertwined
with bread-and-butter economic
aspirations, including health and
education,” said Dr Shayak Sen-
gupta, energy and climate fellow
with the Observer Research
Foundation America. BLOOMBERG
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NEW DELHI – Indian Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s chief rival Ra-
hul Gandhi was nominated on June
8 to lead India’s opposition in Par-
liament after an election result that
rescued his party from the political
wilderness.
Mr Modi was sworn into office

for a third term on June 9 following
polls that deprived his ruling Bha-
ratiya JanataParty (BJP) of amajor-
ity, forcing it to rely on coalition al-
lies to govern.
Mr Gandhi defied analysts’ ex-

pectations and exit polls to help his
Congress party nearly double its
parliamentary numbers, its best
result since Mr Modi was swept to
power a decade ago.
A meeting of the Congress lea-

dership on June 8 voted unani-
mously to recommendMrGandhi’s
election as India’s official opposi-
tion leader, a post that had been
left vacant since 2014.
“All participants unanimously

passed the resolution that Rahul
Gandhi should take the position of
leader of opposition in the Parlia-

ment,” Mr K.C. Venugopal told a
press conference after ameeting of
the party’s executive.
The nomination was put before a

meeting of the 232 lawmakers be-
longing to a Congress-led opposi-
tion alliance on June 8.
Mr Gandhi is the scion of the dy-

nasty that dominated Indian poli-
tics for decades and is the son,
grandson and great-grandson of
former prime ministers, beginning
with independence leader Jawa-
harlal Nehru.
If elected, as expected, he will be

recognised as India’s official oppo-
sition leader when the new Parlia-
ment sits, which local media re-
ports suggest will happen as soon
as early this week.
Parliamentary regulations re-

quire the opposition leader to
come from a party that commands
at least 10 per cent of the lawmak-
ers in the 543-seat Lower House.
The post has been vacant for 10

years because two dismal election
results for Congress – once India’s
dominant party of government –

left it short of that threshold.
Mr Gandhi is one of several top

opposition figures to face criminal
proceedings in cases they claim are
politically driven by Mr Modi’s go-
vernment.
He was sentenced to two years’

imprisonment in 2023 in a sepa-
rate case in Gujarat but was not
jailed after filing an appeal with In-
dia’s top court.
The sentence did, however, force

his brief disqualification from Par-
liament until the Supreme Court
suspended his conviction.
On June 7, he made another brief

court appearance in the techhubof
Bengaluru, in a case brought by a
BJPmember for accusing the party
of corruption in its administration
of the southern state of Karnataka.
US think-tank Freedom House

said the BJP had “increasingly used
government institutions to target
political opponents”.
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kej-

riwal, Mr Gandhi’s ally, was jailed
in 2024 in connection with an on-
going graft investigation.
The election results on June 4 in-

creased the party’s parliamentary
representation from 52 to 99 seats.
A statement from the Congress

executive said that many challeng-

es remained on the party’s road to
reclaiming its credibility and re-
turning to government in the fu-
ture.
“The people of India have spoken

– the Congress has been given an-
other chance,” the statement said.
“It is now up to us to build on it.We
must and we will.”
MrModi and his Hindu-national-

ist BJP ruled outright for the past
decade but failed to repeat its pre-
vious two landslide wins this time,
despite widespread expectations
of another easy triumph.
Hewas instead forced into quick-

fire talks with the 15-member Na-
tional Democratic Alliance (NDA)
coalition, which guaranteed him
the parliamentary numbers to gov-
ern.
There are no indications yet of

what concessions Mr Modi may
have offered in return, though sev-
eral larger coalition allies are re-
ported to be seeking Cabinet posts.
TheNDAhas 293members in the

next Parliament, 21 above a simple
majority.
Mr Modi and his new Cabinet

were sworn in by President Drou-
padiMurmu on the evening of June
9.
Leaders of India’s neighbours, in-

cluding Bangladeshi Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina, began arriving
inNewDelhi on June 8 for the cere-
mony.
Tesla founder Elon Musk was

among the latest international fig-
ures to congratulate Mr Modi on
his re-election, writing on his so-
cial media platform X that he was
looking forward to his companies
“doing exciting work in India”.
“Appreciate your greetings,” Mr

Modi wrote in his June 8 response.
“Our demography, predictable pol-
itics and stable democratic polity
will continue to provide the busi-
ness environment for all our part-
ners.” AFP
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Senior Congress leaders (from left) Rahul Gandhi, Sonia Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi leaving after a Congress meeting in New Delhi on June 8. Mr Gandhi’s nomination
was put before a meeting of the 232 lawmakers belonging to a Congress-led opposition alliance that day. PHOTO: REUTERS


