| THE STRAITS TIMES | SATURDAY, JANUARY 14,2023 |

ﬁagnifying a
teacher’s impact

The MOE Teaching Award recipient believes
positive teacher-student relationships help
them score better in life

0 By Alan Yuen

teaching stint in

Denrnark taught

Wir Lishanth Thangavelu
an Impartant lesson on what
it means to be a good teacher.
What stood out was the strong
rapport betwean the teachers
and students in the classroom,

"Their teacher-student
relationship was amazing” says
the 29.year-old, who teaches
physical education (PE) at Seng
Kang Secondary School. "It is
wery hard to find that kind of
bord in Singapore - thera are
42 studants in my class and it
is more difficult for me to know
avery student in depth.”

Thatis why he seizes every
opportunity to gat to know his
students better and build trust
with thern,

In his roles as a PE teacher,
a member of the discipline
committes and part of an
after-school programme o
engaga at-risk studants, he
tries to carve out pockets of
tirna to engage students who
have disciplinaryissues or are
struggling to cope with thair
studies, ba it one-on-one or
in a group setting.

Mr Lishanth realised the
impact of teachers could ba
wvastly magnified if they were
able to ermpathize and connact
with thelr students on a more
personal level

One kay lesson he picked up
fromn the Denrnark trip in 2016
= which took placa when he
was an undergraduate at the
#ational Institute of Education
(MIE) — s that being harsh with
students is not an effective
way ba gain respect or contral
aclass.

Striking a balance

instead, ha learmnt to strike a
balance betwaean being firm
and baing ermpathetic.

Building positive teachar-
student relationships is a
contirual process. Every
Jaruary, a teacher encournters
new faces and parsonalities.

To cantinge honing his skills
Irv this area, Mr Lishanth
recquested to be assigrned

o a challenging class.

Last year, he was assigned
as the form teacher for a
Secandary 3 Morrnal Technical
(NT) class. These dlasses pose
rnare difficulty for teachers
becatse pupils might need
rmore guldanse and individual
care to perform well In school,

To effectively engage his
clags, Mr Ushanth had to adapt
his comnmunication style.

“over the years, | reallssd
whialt works with cne class may
not work with ancther,” he says,
it is really about finding what
fits that class profile the mest®

Mr Lishanth stresses that
It takes time - sometimes
years — for teachers to see the
results of their efforts,

“It coudd be as long as four
o five years” Mr Ushanth
piodnts aut. ™au may onty leam
about your Impact when they
come back after graduation and
tell you sbout it

Transforming lves

Howener ohalengng the work
may be, he says it also yields
soime of the most meaningful
and rewarding moments,

Mr Lishanth recalls one
particular student who was
on the school's hookey team,
As the co-curricular acthity's
Segandary 2 captaln, he wasa
star player but constantly faced
disclpline issues In class.

“He got into 5o much trouble
o the polnt where we were
considering suspending him as
the captain,” says Mr Lishanth.

Howeer, instead of cracking
the whip, he optad for empathy
and care.

“Through marty conversatiors,
I encolraged him to channal
the same resilience he displayed
on the pitch into the classroom,”
says the teaches,

Over time, he saw steady
Irmprovement. The student
matrad and the discipline
Issuies eventually subsided.

Threa years later, when he
was in Secondary 5, the student
won the Edusave Character
Award - a prestigious prize

for students who demonstrate
axemplary character,

"It was a proud moment," says
Mr Ushanth, "1 saw someone
grow from being classified as
‘hopeless’ to winning an award
oty one student in the school
can recefvel

Expenence the joy
of teaching

s arecipient of the Ministry
of Education (MOE) Teashing
Awrard, Wr Lishanth pursued a
Bacheler of Schence (Education)
Julntly conferred by Manyang
Technologioal University (NTU)
and the National Institute of
Education (NIE).

As of July 2023, the NIE
degree will be the Bacheler of
Arts/Science in Double Major
(“Academic Discipline” and
Education). Jelntly offersd by
NTU and NIE, thisFour-year
programme reflects the
academic Hgour and knowledge
required of undergraduates to
specialise In their field as well
as gain mastery of teaching
metheods to help educate
future generations

It was a proud
moment - | saw
someone grow from
being clgssified as
‘hopeless’ lo winning
an award only one
student in the school
can receive.
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