
A4 | THE BIG STORY ● | THE STRAITS TIMES | WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 |

A fund with $82.3 million worth of
donations was launched by Deputy
Prime Minister and Finance Minis-
ter Lawrence Wong on Tuesday to
support the development of Singa-
pore’s next generation of leaders.
The Lee Kuan Yew Centennial

Fund, set up by business leaders to
mark the100th birth anniversary of
Mr Lee this year, will be used for
educational initiatives to groom
young people as visionary leaders,
said the Ministry of Education
(MOE).
Theministrywillmanage it under

the Education Fund.
Among the initiatives is the Sin-

gapore Young Leaders Programme,
also launched at the same time, that
will bring together up to 1,000 stu-
dent leaders every year for forums,
a leadership course and engage-

ment sessions with business lead-
ers and government representa-
tives.
Speaking at the Nanyang Poly-

technic Auditorium onTuesday at a
launch event that included anima-
tions by the school’s students, Mr
Wong said Singapore is fortunate to
have had several outstanding lead-
ers in its short history, foremost
among them the late Mr Lee.
Together with his team, he had

helped Singapore succeed despite
the many challenges and setbacks
the country faced in the early years
of nation-building, said Mr Wong.
The minister said the pioneer

generation of leaders were role
models for those who came after
them.
In the same vein, he and his

fourth-generation team of People’s
Action Party leaders – as well as
leaders in the civil and private sec-
tor of the same vintage in their 40s
and 50s – have also learnt from
their mentors, who are in their 60s

and 70s.
As he and his team prepare to

take over from their predecessors,
MrWong said, it is also time to start
preparing the next generation of
leaders – those who are in their 20s
and 30s and in the institutes of
higher learning.
“In this way, we can eventually

pass on the torch of leadership to all
of you, our future leaders. So, that is
how we ensure effective leadership
renewal and succession in Singa-
pore, not just in politics, but also in
business, in the civil service, across
all fields,” he said.
“Generation after generation, we

want to ensure effective leadership,
(and) effective leadership renewal.”
Also present at the event were

Minister for Education Chan Chun
Sing, Minister for Manpower Tan
See Leng and Minister for Culture,
Community andYouthEdwinTong,
and the business leaders who con-
tributed to the fund.
Mr Wong said the fund and the

young leadersprogrammearebeing
launched with a firm belief in the
potential of Singapore’s youth.
One enduring lesson from Singa-

pore’s founding generation of lead-
ers is the importance of developing
Singapore’s youth, so they can be
the best versions of themselves, he
added.
Besides the young leaders pro-

gramme, the fund will also go to-
wards expanding the Lee Kuan Yew
Scholarship Awards, setting up the
LeeKuanYewPost-Graduate Schol-
arship for Urban Greenery and
Ecology, and supporting up to1,000
Institute of Technical Education
and polytechnic students from dis-
advantaged backgrounds “who
demonstrate resilience and poten-
tial”, said MOE.
The Government will provide a

dollar-for-dollar matching of dona-
tions to the fund for up to $50 mil-
lion, said Mr Wong.
He also shared his reflections on

leadership with the 580 students

from various institutes of higher
learning who were present at the
event.
First, he said, leadership is about

character and courage, and a lead-
er’s core values such as honesty, in-
tegrity andmeritocracy will act as a
moral compass to ensure he or she
does not veer off course.
“There will always be tempta-

tions to take the more expedient
path – to shade the truth, to distort
the facts, to cut corners or to deflect
responsibility...
“But if youhave courage andchar-

acter, you will resist those tempta-
tions and do the right thing,” he
said.
He added that what is right may

not always be popular and, from
time to time, leaders will be re-
quired to make tough calls for the
good of the team, organisation or
country.
“Youmay sometimes ask yourself

– why do I putmyself through all of
this thankless work, no one appre-

ciates it. But the fact that leadership
is hard should not make you re-
treat,” he told the young people.
“Because at the end of the day,

you will find that the harder your
journey, the greater the satisfaction
you will derive from it.”
Second,MrWong said, leadership

is about continuous learning; lead-
ers arenot giftedwith innate talents
that help them float to the top.
Rather, they need to put in the

discipline and hard work to im-
prove, and also seek candid feed-
back so that they can learn from
their mistakes.
Lastly, leadership is about con-

tributing to a cause that is greater
than yourself, Mr Wong told his au-
dience.
“We need a sense of commitment

not just to our own ambitions and
aspirations, but also to the greater
good– for only then canwebecome
servant leaders,” he said.
He promised that the Govern-

ment would do its part to expand
opportunities for young people to
make a difference in issues they
care deeply about, such as through
the youth panels, where they can
present their policy ideas to theGo-
vernment and possibly even for de-
bate in Parliament.
Calling on young people to step

up for Singapore, he said: “To be
clear, Singapore is not perfect – we
have our shortcomings and flaws.
But it is up to us to fix the flaws and
make our country better.”
ITE College Central Year 2 stu-

dent Sujaysharan Devakumar, 18,
who is studying for a Higher Nitec
in Financial Services, is among
those who have been selected for
the Singapore Young Leaders Pro-
gramme this year.
He said hewas looking forward to

workingwith other youngpeople to
learn about their perspectives on is-
sues affecting Singapore.
Those who want to contribute to

the Lee Kuan Yew Centennial Fund
can do so at https://www.giving.sg/
education-fund/lkycf_2023

LKY Centennial
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young leaders
With $82.3m collected so far in donations, it will be
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Deputy Prime Minister Lawrence Wong with participants at the launch of the Lee Kuan Yew Centennial
Fund and the Singapore Young Leaders Programme at Nanyang Polytechnic on Tuesday. The fund was
set up by business leaders to mark the 100th birth anniversary of the late Mr Lee. ST PHOTO: KEVIN LIM
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By now, many families with chil-
dren of school-going age would be
familiar with the Singapore Stu-
dent Learning Space (SLS), an on-
line platform developed by the
Ministry of Education (MOE) that
was used heavily during the Co-
vid-19 pandemic.
Introduced in 2018, the platform

carries 12,000 resources – from
lesson designs to videos and as-
signments – and is used by 84 per
cent of students monthly.
To date, teachers have shared

7,500 lessons on SLS, leading to
time savings of about 641,000
hours.
Sharing these statistics on Tues-

day, Education Minister Chan
Chun Sing challenged the 1,500-
strong audience of mainly educa-
tors to go further, and to continue
honing their craft and embrace
technology in their lessons. More
than 13,000 participants tuned in
online.
As part of efforts to equip stu-

dents and teachers with skills for
the future, Mr Chan announced a
new research centre for character
and citizenship education (CCE)
within the National Institute of
Education (NIE) – the first of its
kind in the region.
The Singapore Centre for CCE,

led by Professor Tan Oon Seng, 65,
who is currently dean of special
projects at NIE, aims to promote
professional learning and research
inCCE to support the development
of children and youth.
Speaking at the Teachers’ Confe-

rence andExCELFest held atMari-
na Bay Sands, Mr Chan said he
hopes the centre will develop ped-
agogies – or teaching methods –
that are as strong as those for aca-
demic subjects, and be able to
spread good practices to the wider
teaching fraternity.
CCE must run in parallel with

academic development, he said.
“While we have developed world-
class standards in our academic ri-
gour, we must also have world-
class standards in how we develop
our students’ competencies be-
yond academics.”
He added: “Never be complacent

that we are topping the charts in
Programme for International Stu-
dent Assessment or Progress in In-
ternational Reading Literacy Study
or anything of that sort. If we are
not careful, some other countries
withmuch less resources butmuch
more creative thinking will over-
take us...

“There is no reason why our
30,000 to 40,000 in the teaching
fraternity cannot organise our-
selves better to share faster and to
share more.”
Speaking for more than an hour,

Mr Chan urged educators to make
use of technology and its benefits
for teaching and learning, and
demonstrated several features on
SLS such as auto-grading and a
Learning Feedback Assistant, a
tool that provides students with
feedback on the incorrect use of
grammar.
“We need to embrace technolo-

gy, have our people master it, but
master it with the right values so
that all of us will benefit,” he said.
“We must make our work more ef-
fective, more impactful, rather
than more or less work.”
The team behind SLS received

the inaugural Minister’s Innova-
tion Award, which aims to recog-
nise innovations with large-scale
impact across the education sys-
tem.
Mr Kenneth Lee, who headed a

workgroup that coordinated the
development of SLS learning re-
sources from 2018 to 2022, said:
“SLS is different from commercial
platforms that are more subject-
specific, which schools have to pay
for. With SLS, there is equity of re-
sources across all schools, subjects
and levels.
“There was still hesitation at the

start of theCovid-19 pandemic, and
some teachers were still experi-
menting... but we saw a shift in at-
titudes after they saw what SLS
can do.”
Mr Lee, who is now director of

the character and citizenship
branch in MOE’s Student Develop-
mentCurriculumDivision1, added:
“Learning on a digital platform

doesn’tmean that thewhole lesson
goes online. Teachers have to use
their professional judgment about
how to use SLS to complement
what they do in class.”
Another project that received the

Minister’s Innovation Award was
the Singapore Examinations and
Assessment Board’s (SEAB) on-
screen marking of national exam-
ination scripts.
Ms Sharifah Mufidah Mohamed

Aljunied, lead assessment special-
ist for humanities and aesthetics at
SEAB’s planning and development
division, said digitising candidates’
hard-copy answer scripts has
made marking less labour-inten-
sive and improved script security,
as there is no physical transfer and
counting of scripts.
The number of teachers involved

in the yearly exercise has been re-
duced by about 50 per cent, saving
about 30,000 man-days.
Research and pilot studies were

done in 2017 to 2018. In 2019, on-
screen marking was done for some
subjects. By 2022, all locally
marked subjects, including those
in the PSLE, are marked this way.
“Every year,more thanhalf amil-

lion scripts are marked in Singa-
pore. We wanted to leverage tech-
nology and data to improve effi-
ciency and quality of markers,”
said Ms Sharifah, adding that the
system can provide live targeted
feedback on marking.
“It enables supervisors to identi-

fy markers who are too lenient or
too strict, and to provide guid-
ance... At the end of the exercise,
we can also focus on professional
discussions about marking and
students’ answers instead of oper-
ational issues,” she said.

Embrace tech and keep honing
craft, minister urges teachers
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Education Minister Chan Chun Sing, speaking at the Teachers’ Conference and
ExCEL Fest on Tuesday, announced the setting up of a research centre for
character and citizenship education. PHOTO: LIANHE ZAOBAO

When it was first known some
years ago that Yusof Ishak Sec-
ondary School would be moving
to a new campus in Punggol, the
school’s leaders sprang into ac-
tion.
The school, which was former-

ly in Bukit Batok, decided to ask
its students, alumni, teachers and
parents how they would reima-
gine the campus.
“Teachers hoped that students

would continue to be excited to
learn beyond the classroom...
When classrooms or science labs
are closed, learning should con-
tinue,” said principal Maureen
Lee.

In 2022, the school moved into
its new space, and their efforts to
redesign the campus creatively
were recognised on Tuesday as
one of the six recipients of the
Minister’s Innovation Award.
The Ministry of Education

(MOE) said in a media statement
that Yusof Ishak Secondary
School’s redevelopment shows
how innovative design can sup-
port learning beyond the tradi-
tional classroom, and illustrates
how schools and learning spaces
will be designed in future.
Madam Lee said: “The campus

was designed intentionally with
the environment as the third

teacher, to allow students to
learn in a seamless way. Where
possible, no place is for a single
use.”
To that end, flexible modular

types of furniture or equipment
are used throughout the school,
from its labs to the canteen and
library, making them more con-
ducive for students to gather and
work together, she said.
The work benches in the biol-

ogy and physics lab support
learning at different stations, giv-
ing teachers the flexibility to fa-
cilitate lessons differently from
frontal lecture-style teaching.
The new Minister’s Innovation

Award, which was introduced by
Education Minister Chan Chun
Sing on Tuesday at the Teachers’
Conference and Excel Fest 2023
at Marina Bay Sands, recognises
innovationswith large-scale, sys-
tem-level impact across MOE
headquarters, schools and the
ministry’s statutory boards.
Amelia Teng

Yusof Ishak Secondary
School’s new campus
wins innovation award

Yusof Ishak
Secondary
School students
trying out urban
farming at the
school canteen.
The Ministry of
Education said
that the new
campus'
innovative
concept
illustrates how
schools and
learning spaces
will be designed
in future. PHOTO:
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SECONDARY
SCHOOL


